
GOLD® for Special 
Educators &   
Administrators

Stephanie Bear & Kathy Wilkins
Alabama State Department of Education(ALSDE)
Early Intervention and Preschool Conference
October, 2025



Why GOLD®?



Why is GOLD® Data and 
Timely/Correct Data 

Submission Important?
• System Performance Profile/Annual 

Performance Report (SPP/APR) 
Indicator 7:  Preschool Outcomes,

• Determination status,
• Monitoring, and
• Fiscal.



Obtaining a GOLD® Login

• Login is not automatically generated after attending a training.
• Login is not granted by Alabama State Department of 

Education (ALSDE) staff.
• Login comes directly from student/teacher data in 

PowerSchool (PS) Student Information System (SIS).
• Login will show in GOLD® and will generate a reset password 

email once data are correct in PowerSchool SIS.

Whomever in the LEA is responsible for enrollment can ensure all 
data are correct in PowerSchool SIS.



In Order to Show in 
GOLD®:  

Service Providers
Every preschool service provider must:

• Have a schedule in PowerSchool SIS,
• Have at least one preschool - appropriate course in 

PS SIS, 
• Have all students he/she case manages in the class, 

and
• Have the PK Assessment box checked in the class 

setup in PS SIS.



Students No Longer Showing in 
GOLD®



GOLD® Domains to Assess

YES! Required.
• Social -Emotional
• Language
• Literacy
• Physical
• Cognitive
• Mathematics

NO! Not required.
• Social Studies
• Science & 

Technology
• The Arts
• English Language 

Acquisition
• Spanish



Viewing Classes in GOLD®



UploadingEvidence to GOLD®

Case managers should upload at least two pieces 
of evidence for each GOLD® checkpoint for any 
dimensions they choose.

• Upload at least two pieces of evidence/artifacts 
upon which the ratings for each checkpoint are 
based.

• Evidence/artifacts may include Family Focus 
Interview, Natural Environment Observation, medical 
records, Early Intervention reports, 
therapy/progress data, observation notes, etc.



Support for GOLD®



An ALSDE- s p e c ific  Pa d le t  co n t a in in g  r e s o u r ce s  is  
a va ila b le  co n t a in in g  vid e o s  a n d  wr it t e n  m a t e r ia ls .

AL OSEP Support & Resources (padlet.com)

GOLD®
Resources & Support

https://padlet.com/alabamaprek/al-osep-support-resources-kvfzul8626i80bfo


AL OSEP Support & Resources (padlet.com)Padlet: AL OSEP Support & Resources
AL OSEP Support & Resources (padlet.com)

https://padlet.com/alabamaprek/al-osep-support-resources-kvfzul8626i80bfo
https://padlet.com/alabamaprek/al-osep-support-resources-kvfzul8626i80bfo


Help GOLD® Help You

Have questions? Click here for GOLD® 
support step -by -step instructions and 
videos.



Help GOLD® Help You



Help GOLD® Help You



How to Emulate a Case Manager
Emulating a User
From the Users ta
(1). Select the 

ellipses 
menu next to the user 
you want to emulate. 

(2). Select 'Emulate' from      
the dropdown menu. 

(3). Managing Users in 
SmartTeach® .

https://teachingstrategies.my.site.com/portal/s/article/How-do-I-add-a-teacher#EmulateUserNew
https://teachingstrategies.my.site.com/portal/s/article/How-do-I-add-a-teacher#EmulateUserNew
https://teachingstrategies.my.site.com/portal/s/article/How-do-I-add-a-teacher#EmulateUserNew
https://teachingstrategies.my.site.com/portal/s/article/How-do-I-add-a-teacher#EmulateUserNew


How to OSEP Exit



How to OSEP Exit
• “ Standard administrators using GOLD who have OSEP enabled for their account must exit 

or transition child records on an IEP or IFSP when that child stops receiving services, when 
the child transitions to preschool or kindergarten, or if another reason for exit occurs. 

• Select Manage (1).
• Select Children (2).
• Select Exit Children from OSEP (3) .”

https://teachingstrategies.my.site.com/portal/s/article/How-do-I-exit-child-records-from-their-IEP-IFSP

https://teachingstrategies.my.site.com/portal/s/article/How-do-I-exit-child-records-from-their-IEP-IFSP
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https://teachingstrategies.my.site.com/portal/s/article/How-do-I-exit-child-records-from-their-IEP-IFSP
https://teachingstrategies.my.site.com/portal/s/article/How-do-I-exit-child-records-from-their-IEP-IFSP
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https://teachingstrategies.my.site.com/portal/s/article/How-do-I-exit-child-records-from-their-IEP-IFSP
https://teachingstrategies.my.site.com/portal/s/article/How-do-I-exit-child-records-from-their-IEP-IFSP
https://teachingstrategies.my.site.com/portal/s/article/How-do-I-exit-child-records-from-their-IEP-IFSP
https://teachingstrategies.my.site.com/portal/s/article/How-do-I-exit-child-records-from-their-IEP-IFSP
https://teachingstrategies.my.site.com/portal/s/article/How-do-I-exit-child-records-from-their-IEP-IFSP
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https://teachingstrategies.my.site.com/portal/s/article/How-do-I-exit-child-records-from-their-IEP-IFSP
https://teachingstrategies.my.site.com/portal/s/article/How-do-I-exit-child-records-from-their-IEP-IFSP
https://teachingstrategies.my.site.com/portal/s/article/How-do-I-exit-child-records-from-their-IEP-IFSP


GOLD® Reports for Administrators



OSEP Status Report
“Administrators can generate the OSEP 
Status Report at the child level and 
program level for children ages birth to 3 
who are served in Early Intervention 
Programs or children ages 3 -5 served in 
Preschool Special Education Programs. The 
OSEP Status Report will include both child 
records currently on an IEP or IFSP and 
child records on an IEP or IFSP who have 
been exited or transitioned.”

To generate an OSEP Status Report:
• Select Report , and then select Reports.
• Select OSEP Status report.

• https://teachingstrategies.my.site.com/portal/s/article
/How -do - I-generate - the -OSEP-Status - report



ExampleOSEP Status Report



Contracted Personnel
• For personnel who serve preschool students, but 

who are contracted (NOT employed by the LEA):
• Send the following information to Stephanie or 

Kathy:
• Name,
• ALSDE ID (If available),
• Work phone number, and
• Email address.
• These personnel will be added to GOLD® manually.



Staff No Longer Employed by the LEA
• For personnel who are no longer with the LEA for 

any reason, you will want to disable the user’s 
account in GOLD®.  Please do not select “Delete.”

• Log on to your administrator’s account.
• Select “Manage,” then “Users.”
• Click the user’s name.
• Click “Yes,” in answer to the question “Are you sure 

you wish to disable this user?”



Action Steps in GOLD®



Fall 2025-2026: Case Managers & GOLD®

Ensure every 
student you case 

manage is showing 
in your class in     

GOLD®.

Update all 
student data for 
existing and new 

students –
especially date of 

initial IEP.

Ensure that an 
Entry checkpoint is 

completed and 
finalized for each 
student within 60 
days of the date 
services begin.

Entry for special education case managers:



:

• Select a class from the drop -down menu 
on the upper left - hand side of the screen.

• Click on each student’s name in blue.
• Scroll down to “ Additional Information. ”
• Ensure that “ IEP” is listed and that the 

date of the initial IEP is correct.

1. Ensure Correct Student Data



:

• The initial IEP date MUSToccur during the 
time period covered by the checkpoint 
completed for Entry.
• For example, if a student’s initial IEP date is 

12/1/24, then select Winter, 2024, not Fall or 
Spring, as the checkpoint for Entry.

• If this is incorrect, progress will not be 
measured at exit.

2. Ensure Correct Entry Checkpoint



• Co m p le t e  a n  En t r y  GOLD® within 60 days of the date special 
education services begin, and complete an Exit GOLD® whenever a 
child exits services with at least 6 months of service.  

• Click “Assess ” from the menu on the left - hand side of the screen.
• Click on “ Checkpoints ” ( **DO NOTselect At -a-Glance – this is the 

default when you click on “Assess,” but you must select 
“Checkpoints ”).

• Toggle to the checkpoint you wish to complete using the arrows at 
the upper left corner of the screen (e.g., SPRING 2024/2025, FALL 
2023/2024, etc.).

3. Ensure Completed & Finalized 
Entry AND Exit Checkpoints:



• Complete required domains: Social -Emotional, Physical, Language, 
Cognitive, Literacy, and Math.

• Upload evidence to support your response for at least two objectives.
• Complete the four additional objectives in the Social -Emotional domain 

(1c1 – 1c4) required by OSEP.
• “Not Observed” may NOTbe selected for any domain. 
• Finalize each section. When a domain is completed, you will see a white 

checkmark in a teal box.

*Do NOTrequest an OSEP exit. The LEA GOLD ® administrator will exit all 
students.

3. Ensure Completed & Finalized 
Entry AND Exit Checkpoints:



• Co m p le t e Exit ch e ckp o in t s fo r a ll s t u d e n t s e x it in g p r e s ch o o l s p e c ia l
e d u ca t io n fo r a n y r e a s o n wh o h a ve r e ce ive d a t le a s t s ix m o n t h s o f
s e r vice s .

• Ru n t h e Te a ch e r As s e s s m e n t St a t u s Re p o r t fo llo win g t h e s e
d ir e c t io n s : Te a ch e r As s e s s m e n t St a t u s Re p o r t .

• Lo o k a t t h e “Pr o g r e s s b y Ar e a ” s e c t io n o f t h e r e p o r t t o b e s u r e
t h a t e a ch o f t h e r e q u ir e d d o m a in s is a t 100% (So cia l- Em o t io n a l,
Ph y s ica l, La n g u a g e , Co g n it ive , Lit e r a cy , a n d Ma t h ).

• Re p o r t t o t h e LEA Ad m in is t r a t o r t h a t y o u r Exit ch e ckp o in t s a r e
co m p le t e a n d t h o s e s t u d e n t s a r e r e a d y t o b e e xit e d .

• Re m e m b e r  wh e n  m a kin g  ch a n g e s  in  GOLD® that they are not 
instant - please allow at least two hours for changes to appear in 
GOLD® reports.

4. Ensure All Exit Checkpoints 
Are Complete:

https://teachingstrategies.my.site.com/portal/s/article/How-do-I-generate-the-Assessment-Status-Report-as-a-teacher
https://teachingstrategies.my.site.com/portal/s/article/How-do-I-generate-the-Assessment-Status-Report-as-a-teacher
https://teachingstrategies.my.site.com/portal/s/article/How-do-I-generate-the-Assessment-Status-Report-as-a-teacher
https://teachingstrategies.my.site.com/portal/s/article/How-do-I-generate-the-Assessment-Status-Report-as-a-teacher


Troubleshooting



Troubleshooting
• If changes are made in GOLD®, please allow at least two

hours for changes to show in the reports .
• Remember, at least two checkpoints must be completed and

finalized for each student to show progress required to be
reported to OSEP.

• To view individual student checkpoints, administrators can
emulate the t eacher, click on “Assess,” then “Checkpoints .”
Toggle to the correct checkpoint (Winter 2025/ 2026, Spring
2025/ 2026, etc .) and view student checkpoints .



Troubleshooting –Unable to Exit

When a student is ready to be exited, his/her GOLD®
should look like this :

• If all of the boxes are not teal with a white
checkmark, advise the case manager to finish all
objectives and finalize the checkpoint by following
these instructions : How do I finalize checkpoints? .

https://teachingstrategies.my.site.com/portal/s/article/How-do-I-finalize-checkpoints
https://teachingstrategies.my.site.com/portal/s/article/How-do-I-finalize-checkpoints
https://teachingstrategies.my.site.com/portal/s/article/How-do-I-finalize-checkpoints
https://teachingstrategies.my.site.com/portal/s/article/How-do-I-finalize-checkpoints
https://teachingstrategies.my.site.com/portal/s/article/How-do-I-finalize-checkpoints


Troubleshooting –Unable to Exit

If a Checkpoint appears to be completed, but the
student will not exit, click on “Assess,” then
“Checkpoints .” Toggle to the correct date (Winter
2022/ 2023, Spring 2024/ 2025, etc .), then click on the
teal checkbox for “Social -Emotional .” If the below ++++
appears, the case manager should complete the
additional dimensions .



Troubleshooting –Unable to Exit

If the below appears, the student data is
incorrect .
See slide 22 – ensuring correct student
data .



Troubleshooting –Incorrect 
Checkpoint Dates/Data

Select View Details from the Classroom 
dropdown menu (1).



Troubleshooting - Incorrect 
Checkpoint Dates/Data

Select a child record from the Children tab (3).



Troubleshooting - Incorrect 
Checkpoint Dates/Data

Select the Action menu (4) and Edit (5).



Troubleshooting -
Incorrect Checkpoint Dates/Data

• Scroll down and ensure that “Does the child
have an IEP?” is answered “YES.”

• Enter the correct date of the initial IEP.
• Click “Save” to update the student data .
• Allow a few hours for the data to populate in

GOLD®.
• Complete and finalize the checkpoint .



Collaboration in GOLD®



Special Education vs. First Class/OSR:
GOLD® Procedures

Special Education First Class Pre -K/OSR
1. Complete two checkpoints 

(entry and exit ) during the 
preschool career.

2. Upload evidence for some
objectives.

3. Complete GOLD® only for 
children who have received 
at least 6 months (183 
days) of special education 
services.

1. Three checkpoints during 
the four - year -old year are 
required to be completed.

2. Evidence is required for all
objectives.

3. The GOLD® is completed for 
all children.



Collaboration:  Students Who Attend a 
First Class Pre-K/OSR Classroom 

• Use the form in the 4 th column of the GOLD® Padlet 
to provide the following information to the 
classroom teacher:

• The child has an IEP.

• The date of the initial Individualized Education 
Program (IEP).

• The three Outcomes scores from the JumpStart 
tool ( ONLYif child had an Entry ELPP).





To grant Team Member access for students with IEPs attending 
FC PK/OSR, the case manager must complete and submit the 
attached form. TEAM Member Access for First -Class/ OSR
Students

• The applicant must have an active GOLD® account.
• The application is reviewed by state - level

administration, not the local program.nce access is approved, 
the students will appear in the applicant’s “My Caseload” in 
GOLD®.

Collaboration:  Requesting Team 
Member Access





Collaboration:  Students Who Attend 
First Class Pre-K/OSR

• Collaborate with the classroom teacher for GOLD ®
completion.

• Enter any evidence on any objective(s) addressed during 
special education services.

• Suggest preliminary levels.

**Remember that the classroom teachers have primary 
responsibility for completion of GOLD® checkpoints for students 
attending a FC PK/OSR classroom.



Private Instances of GOLD®
Any HeadStart, daycare, etc. that is doing 
GOLD®, but is NOTa First Class Pre -K/OSR 
classroom, has a private instance of GOLD®
• We can NOTaccess their data.
• The case manager must complete entry 

and exit GOLD® checkpoints for these 
students.



School Year 2025-2026



School Year 25-26:  CaseManagers

Collect evidence to 
support GOLD® levels 
(therapy data, 
assessments, 
interviews, 
observations, medical 
records, teacher tests, 
etc.). Complete an entry 
checkpoint within 60 
days of initial IEP. .

Complete an Exit 
checkpoint within 30 
days of exit if not in 
May and student has 
had at least six 
months of services (no 
longer eligible, parent 
revoked services, 
moved, etc.).

Exit for special education case managers:



By May 8, 2026:  Case Managers

Complete and 
finalize Spring 
2025/2026 
checkpoints for 
all students 
exiting with at 
least six months 
of services.

Special 
education 
administrato
rs will exit all 
students by 
May 15.

Ensure that all 
exiting students 
have at least two
checkpoints 
completed and 
finalized (two data 
points are required 
to measure 
progress).



School Year 25-26:  
Administrators

Special education coordinators and preschool leads:
• Ensure ALL preschool case managers are trained in GOLD ®.
• Ensure that all case managers and preschool students with 

IEPs have correct data in PowerSchool SIS and are showing in 
GOLD®.

• Ensure all preschool case managers receive a copy of the 
GOLD® Objectives for Development & Learning (ODL).

• Ensure that teachers complete an entry GOLD® checkpoint 
within 60 days of a student beginning services .



Special education coordinators and preschool 
leads:
• Ensure that case managers have completed 

and finalized two checkpoints for every child 
exiting preschool with at least six months of 
services.

• Ensure that students who meet the above 
criteria are OSEP Exited in GOLD®.

By May 9, 2026:  
Administrators



By May 16, 2026:  
Administrators

Ensure complete data:
• OSEP exit all eligible students (exiting 

preschool with at least 6 mos. of services)
• Check OSEP Status Report to ensure that 

each student has 2 completed checkpoints.
• If any student is not complete, reactivate 

and troubleshoot to complete.
• Once complete, you will need to re -exit this 

student.



Do not wait until the 
fin a l 
we e k/ d a y / m in u t e  
b e fo r e  s u b m is s io n  t o  
lo g in , a d d  
s t u d e n t s / t e a ch e r s , 
e n t e r  d a t a  fo r  b o t h  
ch e ckp o in t s , e t c .

Ru n  OSEP St a t u s  
Re p o r t s  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
y e a r  t o  e n s u r e  
t h a t  p r o g r e s s  is  
b e in g  m e a s u r e d  
a p p r o p r ia t e ly .

Final GOLD® Reminders

Log into the tool to 
become familiar 
with its use and 
check that all 
teachers/students 
are active.



Resources for 
School-Based 

SLPs



Special Education LinkTree

Toolkits :
● Alt e r n a t e  Ach ie ve m e n t  

St a n d a r d s  Te a ch e r  To o lk it
● In c lu s io n  a n d  Re s o u r ce  Te a ch e r  

To o lk it

Live Bin d e r s :
● Alt e r n a t e  Ach ie ve m e n t  

St a n d a r d s
● As s is t ive  Te ch n o lo g y
● Be h a vio r

● Da t a
● Diffe r e n t ia t e d  In s t r u c t io n a l 

Gu id e s / Cu r r icu lu m
● Dis p u t e  Re s o lu t io n
● En g lis h  Le a r n e r
● Es s e n t ia ls  Pa t h wa y
● Pr e s ch o o l
● Pr o fic ie n cy  Sca le s
● Sch o o l- b a s e d  SLPs
● Se co n d a r y  Tr a n s it io n
● Sp e c ia l Pr o g r a m s  Po we r Sch o o l

@SpecialEdServices | Linktree

https://linktr.ee/SpecialEdServices


Alabama 
Administrative 
Code (AAC)

https://www.alabamaachieves.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/AAC-
290-8-9-11-4-2013.pdf

https://www.alabamaachieves.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/AAC-290-8-9-11-4-2013.pdf
https://www.alabamaachieves.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/AAC-290-8-9-11-4-2013.pdf
https://www.alabamaachieves.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/AAC-290-8-9-11-4-2013.pdf
https://www.alabamaachieves.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/AAC-290-8-9-11-4-2013.pdf
https://www.alabamaachieves.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/AAC-290-8-9-11-4-2013.pdf
https://www.alabamaachieves.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/AAC-290-8-9-11-4-2013.pdf
https://www.alabamaachieves.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/AAC-290-8-9-11-4-2013.pdf
https://www.alabamaachieves.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/AAC-290-8-9-11-4-2013.pdf
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https://www.alabamaachieves.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/AAC-290-8-9-11-4-2013.pdf
https://www.alabamaachieves.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/AAC-290-8-9-11-4-2013.pdf
https://www.alabamaachieves.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/AAC-290-8-9-11-4-2013.pdf


Mastering the 
Maze

Mastering_the_Maze_Processes_1_2_and_5

https://indd.adobe.com/view/680c90c1-87da-4684-8fcb-12ce17e9fb8c


School-Based
SLP
LiveBinder

School-based Speech-Language Pathologists - LiveBinder

https://www.livebinders.com/b/3496396
https://www.livebinders.com/b/3496396
https://www.livebinders.com/b/3496396
https://www.livebinders.com/b/3496396
https://www.livebinders.com/b/3496396
https://www.livebinders.com/b/3496396
https://www.livebinders.com/b/3496396


ALSDE
AlabaamaAchieves

Alabama Special Education - Alabama State 
Department of Education

https://www.alabamaachieves.org/special-education/
https://www.alabamaachieves.org/special-education/
https://www.alabamaachieves.org/special-education/
https://www.alabamaachieves.org/special-education/


Resources:

Ray, Laurie and Holahan, 
Lauren.  Educational and 
Clinical Models of Service 
Delivery.  North Carolina 
Department of Public 
Instruction, Exceptional 
Children Division.
PerryFlynn.E-and-c-
models1.doc.  

Neal, Angie (2024).  IDEA:  
Evaluation and Eligibility for 
Speech-Language Impairment. 
South Carolina State 
Department of Education. 
School-Based SLP Symposium.

Wisconsin Department of 
Public Instruction, 
Division of Learning 
Support, Special 
Education Team. 
(2023).  The Role of 
Medical and Clinical 
Information in Special 
Education Evaluation and 
IEP Development.

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fcsd.uncg.edu%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F12%2FPerryFlynn.E-and-c-models1.doc&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fcsd.uncg.edu%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F12%2FPerryFlynn.E-and-c-models1.doc&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fcsd.uncg.edu%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F12%2FPerryFlynn.E-and-c-models1.doc&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fcsd.uncg.edu%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F12%2FPerryFlynn.E-and-c-models1.doc&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fcsd.uncg.edu%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F12%2FPerryFlynn.E-and-c-models1.doc&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fcsd.uncg.edu%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F12%2FPerryFlynn.E-and-c-models1.doc&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fcsd.uncg.edu%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F12%2FPerryFlynn.E-and-c-models1.doc&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK


stephanie.bear@alsde.edu
kathy.wilkins@alsde.edu
334-694-4782

THANK YOU!!
Any questions?

mailto:stephanie.bear@alsde.edu
mailto:stephanie.bear@alsde.edu
mailto:kathy.wilkins@alsde.edu
mailto:kathy.wilkins@alsde.edu
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